
Competing For a Cause
Soccer players end all 

their games with a handshake for 
good sportsmanship, but usually 
the lining up and half-hearted 
handshake feels quite forced 
after competitive matches. On 
Saturday, the 16th in September, 
though, this post match 
ceremony was different. 

Williamston and 
Haslett fought for the whole 
80-minute game, and afterwards 
they posed for a picture 
arm in arm celebrating the 
accomplishments of the day. 
That postgame handshake was 
full of camaraderie and a greater 
sense of accomplishment.

For Williamston and 
Haslett, this is the second year 
playing in a Compete For A 
Cause game. Compete For 
A Cause as a charity started 
raising money in 2012. and 
the Williamston Haslett game 
is even newer. For Mason and 
Okemos, this is their fourth year 
playing.

As a charity, the 
organization has been 
fundraising for under 6 years. 
In 2017, their efforts this fall 
raised $50,000. That isn’t the 
total of just our game, but in 
combination with two other 
games: Okemos vs. Mason and 
Lansing Christian vs. Lansing 
Catholic, as well as a 5k and a 
silent auction. Just three years 
ago in 2014, the total amount 
raised by the original charity 
match, Okemos versus Mason, 
raised around eleven thousand 
dollars.

 The money fundraised 
will be used to help childhood 
cancer patients. Compete For 
A Cause helps Lansing area 
children, focusing on the MSU 
Pediatric Oncology Clinic, 
and also donates to a national 
organization, St. Baldricks. This 
means that they help national 
patients as well as local ones. 
In total for their lifetime, the 
charity has raised one hundred 
thousand dollars in six years.

All of these children 
need help, and oftentimes so 
do the parents, as medical 
bills skyrocket from expensive 
procedures and extended 
hospital stays. That is where 
Compete For A Cause operates, 
helping families of childhood 
cancer victims in the Lansing 
area. 
 According to 
AHealthierMichigan, a child 
is diagnosed with cancer every 
three minutes and in the United 
States, approximately 1 in 285 
American children will be 
diagnosed with cancer at some 
point.

For many people, 
medical issues such as cancer 
can go unnoticed unless the 
person suffering is in the direct 
family. From St. Baldrick’s 
website, here is the story of 
Luke F., a childhood cancer 
survivor from Okemos.

“One day I found a 
lump in Luke’s leg and two 
days later we had a cancer 
diagnosis. Luke was diagnosed 
with Stage 4 Embryonal 

Rhabdomyosarcoma (ERMS), 
just five days 
after his third 
birthday. 
Luke endured 
a 54-week 
treatment 
protocol that 
included 
multiple 
rounds of chemotherapy, six 
weeks of daily radiation that 
required sedation each time, 
and many, many, many, central 
line infections. His treatment 
actually lasted almost 70 weeks 
due to delays caused by bacterial 
infections and low counts.”

“Today, Luke is 
six years old and thriving in 
kindergarten. He is funny, 
loving, sensitive, smart, 
determined, and curious. His 
favorite subjects at school are 
science, math, music, and art. 
Luke is two years off-treatment 
and remains cancer-free. Every 
family should be able to say 

the same thing.” The charity 
soccer matches 
sponsored by 
Compete For 
A Cause help 
to raise money 
for children like 
Luke. 
 In 2016, 
Haslett defeated 

Williamston 4-0. This year 
Williamston was ready for this 
game against Haslett, and played 
to a 3-1 victory. Under the lights, 
the returning Varsity players 
from last year led the Hornets 
to a victory. This result gave 
the Hornets a record of 7-1-1. 
The team that played against 
Haslett last year remembered 
the sting of losing by four, and 
quickly pulled out to a one goal 
lead. Haslett leveled the score 
two minutes after the first goal. 
Williamston scored two more 
goals for the final score of 3-1.

SPORTS

After a strong finish 
a year ago, the Eastside Stars 
are moving forward with the 
new additions of Ben Heilman, 
Owen Rokita, Griffin Fenech 
and Taneli Ruusunen. Ben 
Heilman and Owen Rokita, 
who played for the Plymouth 
Stingrays last year, had plenty 
to say about the importance of 
this season.        “We 
brought together a talented 
group of guys who we think 
can do big things this season,” 
said Ben Heilman (‘18). 

Along with many new 
additions, the Eastside Stars 
look to their returning players 
for leadership. The Stars are 
not only excited about their 
improved roster but about 
their dedicated student section, 
“The Cadzone,” named after 
Head Coach James Cadzow. 
“We have the best student 
section in all of sports,” 
emphasized Owen Rokita 
(‘18). 

The Stars encourage 
fans to show out for the games 
ready to make noise. Coach 
Cadzow along with Dan 
Miller and Corey Cox will all 
be coaching in their second 
season this year and have 
high expectations for their 
team. Sophomore goaltender 
Marshall Besko is coming 
off a strong season and hopes 
to pick up where he left off. 
With Ben Heilman as the only 
other goaltender the Stars are 
looking solid on the back end. 
With Owen Rokita comes raw 

talent; Owen is projected to 
play on a line with Nathan 
Scott and the chemistry 
between the two could be a 
recipe for production. 

The Stars began 
tryouts the week of 10/29 
and will first be in action 
on November 11th away at 
Dexter. 

“It’s nerve wracking 
and exciting at the same time. 
We’ll see how the first game 
and practices go and move 
forward from there,” said 
Nathan Scott. 

Last year the Stars 
became a gritty hardworking 
team; this year, the hard work 
is combined with many skillful 
players. 

James Cadzow talked 
about the team’s work ethic at 
the opening practice, saying: 
“We may not always be the 
best team out there, but we 
will be the most hardworking.” 

The Stars first home 
game is Monday November 
20th at 8:30 against Dewitt /St. 
Johns, a division rival who is 
on the rise as a team to watch 
this year. 

The Stars will face off 
against tough competition this 
year such as Okemos, Dewitt 
St. Johns and the Patriots all in 
league play. 

With the leadership of 
returning players the Eastside 
Stars look to carry over the 
work ethic and teamwork of 
last year to create a successful 
season.  
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Boys of Winter
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Basketball Student Section 
Themes/2017-2018 season

 The Hornet football team has battled their way into the Division 4 Elite Eight with a convincing 
47-21 victory over Notre Dame Prep.  Just as he has done all year, Quarterback Jackson Pollak led the way 
with 208 passing yards and 130 rushing yards. Early in the game, ND had moved the ball deep into Hornets’ 
territory with the score tied at 7. Frankie Toomey then picked up a blocked field goal and ran it back 90 yards 
for the score, and the Hornets never looked back. Meanwhile, Evan Field led the ground attack with 87 yards 
rushing on 16 carries.
 Next up? The Hornets, who have improved to 7-4, will face the Escanaba Eskymos (9-2) (yes, that’s 
spelled correctly) at 7 pm tomorrow night. Escanaba is currently ranked 6th in Division 4 and Williamston is 
ranked 8th, but being the underdog is nothing new to the Hornets, who have already upended #2 ranked Lake 
Fenton and #9 ranked ND. 
 Escanaba will be hosting the game because they are the higher seed, and according to Mr. Hampton, 
the higher seed hosts playoff games through regionals. 
 “We were underdogs the first two games, too... the LSJ guys have picked against us both games,” 
said Nathan Elenbaas (‘19), who plays defensive end and receiver. “We feed off people doubting us,” he added. 
 The two teams have contrasting styles - the Eskymos like to run the ball, and the Hornets have had 
success this year throwing the ball... with Pollak’s favorite targets being Elenbaas, along with receivers Drew 
Bowen, Case Conley, and Toomey. 
 “The Eskymos like to run the ball between the tackles, so the pressure will be on our front seven to 
slow the Esky’s attack,” said Case Conley (‘19). 
 The team is leaving at about 8am tomorrow via a Dean Trailways Bus for the 6+ hour (390 miles)
trip to the Upper Peninsula. Weather forecast includes a chance of snow, but it should be clear and cold. 
 “I’m excited for the road trip and chance to be a regional champ,” said Drew Bowen (‘18).
 Should the Hornets leave the UP victorious, they will go on to play the winner of Belding (ranked 

11th 9-2) vs. Grand Rapids Catholic Central (ranked 1st 11-0) in the semifinals of the 
division four playoffs. That semifinal game will be played at a neutral site. 

Football Team 
Leaves No Doubt

Regional Champs: The team celebrates as 2017 Division 4 District Champs.

Changing the Game
By, Patrick Cotter
Staff Writer
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The New League Alignment Starting 
in 2018-19:

 
 In 2018-2019 Williamston will be changing 
from the white division to the red division in the Capitol 
Area Activities Conference. For Williamston to change 
divisions, Ionia will have to move down to the white. 
 For WHS teams, this will mean many of our 
sports teams will be playing bigger schools which 
could be a challenge for many of the teams with fewer 
players. 
 In a conversation with Mitch Lutzke WHS 
head track Coach he stated that a league change would 
be problematic for his team. Track is a primarily a 
numbers sport - the more athletes you have the more 
likely these athletes are to score points against the other 
team. Williamston being a smaller school will have to 
work harder to compete with these larger schools in the 
division red, according to Lutzke. 
 Football is another sport that will be affected 
more so than other sports at WHS. In an interview with 
Head Coach Kersten he talked about how it might be 
harder or it might be easier but we simply won’t know 
till next year when they actually play the teams. 
 Although he did want to stay in the division 
white like many coaches, he is fine with the change. 
One of the reasons that Williamston along with other 
schools are changing divisions is because of changed 
enrollment figures. 
 Another large reason that we are changing 
divisions is to save money in transportation costs by 
20% and increasing audience size by 20%. Williamston 
is not the only school that is undergoing  this change - 
Waverly, DeWitt, Fowlerville, Eastern and Sexton are 
among the schools that are changing divisions as well. 
Charlotte will be rejoining the CAAC league after being 
away for a few years.  

Jackson Pollak (‘18) has led the Hornets on a deep playoff run.


